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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

California Leads Farm to School Efforts with Grant Awards from USDA

With more grants than any other state, California Farm to School organizations 
and practitioners are ready to get to work.

Oakland, CA – November 19, 2013 — The US Department of  Agriculture (USDA) released the list of  71 
projects across 42 states that received grant funding through its nationwide Farm to School Program, 
an effort to better connect school cafeterias and students with local farmers and ranchers and the 
healthy food they provide. With six grants totaling nearly half  a million dollars, a high rate of  response 
in the USDA’s recent Farm to School Census, and a thriving sense of  innovation and collaboration across 
the state, it’s clear that the Farm to School movement is truly growing and taking shape in California. 

In many ways, Farm to School programs are becoming an increasingly important part of  a California public 
school education. More than half of  the 550 school districts surveyd for the Farm to School Census reported 
being engaged in Farm to School activities, with an estimated $48.5 million being spent on local and re-
gional food each year by schools. Programs feature fresh, locally grown foods in school breakfasts, lunches 
and snacks and help children understand where their food comes from and the importance of  supporting 
their local agriculture, while encouraging students to make healthy food choices part of  their everyday life.

The following schools and organizations represent the California recipients of  the USDA grant:

• Oakland Unified School District - $100,000 for projects including “California Thursdays,” a new lunch pro-
gram highlighting California produce as well as proteins and grains that were grown in California.

• Sierra Harvest (formerly Live Healthy Nevada County) of  Grass Valley - $96,000 to increase local purchasing 
and establish a two-acre farm that will serve as an outdoor classroom and a direct food source for cafeterias.

• Modesto City Schools - $90,751 to increase district-wide local food purchasing, invest in kitchen equipment, 
engage in more nutrition education, and start a school garden or orchard at four school sites.

• Pasadena Unified School District - $44,486 to convene stakeholders from the Pasadena area and develop a 
farm to school implementation plan that will lead to greater procurement and preparation of  local produce.

• Pittsburg Unified School District - $100,000 to increase local procurement and collaborate with other Contra 
Costa County school districts on coordinating and aligning procurement efforts.

• Sweetwater Union High School District of  Chula Vista - $44,935 to continue outreach to the Chula Vista 
community and its farmers in order to improve the district’s breakfast and lunch menus through the addition 
of  more local foods.

The  news of  California’s strong showing in these USDA programs is especially timely, given the upcom-
ing launch of  the California Farm to School Network (CFSN), a partnership between Community Alli-
ance with Family Farmers (CAFF) and the Urban and Enviromental Policy Institute (UEPI) at Occidental 
College, and funded by the California Department of  Food and Agriculture. The CFSN, which officially 
launches in January 2014, will serve as a central clearinghouse for Farm to School resources, bring to-
gether California practitioners at regional gatherings and a statewide conference, and provide education-
al and informational opportunities for all members. For more information, contact information is above.


