
[image: image1.png]


SUMMARY
AB 2185 requires two state agencies, the Department of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) and the Department of Transportation (Caltrans) to designate areas for bees to forage on lands they own, lease, control, or occupy.
BACKGROUND
Bees are critically important to agricultural production through pollination of crops.  Bee colony health has been declining since the 1980s.  The spread of the parasitic varroa and tracheal mites, in particular, created major new stresses on honey bees.  Other stressors include loss of available habitat with a rich mix of nutritional pollens, inability of the bee immune system to protect it from disease, lack of genetic diversity, toxic plant pollens and pesticides.

Beginning in October 2006, some beekeepers began reporting losses of 30-90% of their hives.  This phenomenon has been termed Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD).  The main symptom of CCD is a hive that includes all of the following:

1) No, or a low number, of adult honey bees present in the hive

2) A live queen in the hive
3) No dead honey bees in the hive  

Often there is still honey in the hive and immature bees are present. 
In October 2013, the Assembly Committees on Agriculture, and Environmental Safety & Toxic Materials, held an informational hearing on the issue of bee colony collapse.  The experts that testified state a host of impacts that are causing problems for bees.  The culminations of all the various environmental stressors have weakened the bees, causing any one of them to have a greater detrimental effect than they would by themselves individually.
Among those things causing problems include, but are not limited to the following:

· Parasitic mites

· Poor nutrition

· Lack of habitat and foraging areas

· Pesticides used to fight the mites and certain agricultural pesticides

· Viruses transferred between bees and plant diseases

· Bee and farming management practices

Areas of greatest concerns were with nutrition and the need for adequate and dynamic foraging opportunities for bees; education of farmers regarding cultural practices when bees are present; and, addressing the parasitic mites that weaken the bees, their larvae and the overall health of the hive.  Healthier bees can better fight off the effects of the mites and other contributing factors mentioned.
THIS BILL
The intent of this bill is to provide more diverse foraging opportunities from public lands for bees, in an effort to strengthen bee health while improving the pollination of our natural environment.
Co-sponsors
None identified
Opposition
None identified
Status
Amended April 23, 2014 
Introduced February 21, 2014
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